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PLANTS FOR WILDLIFE IN WESTERN WASHINGTON

The plants listed on the following pages provide food for western Washington birds. The list is
divided Into coniferous [evergreen) irees, deciduous trees, broadleaved evergreen trees, deciduous
shrubs and groundcovers, and broadleaved evergreen shrubs and groundcovers. In order to help
determine the suitability of a particular plant for your yard, we have included the maximum height,
sun tolerances, and water tolerances for each plant.

The number of western Washington birds that are known to eat the fruit and/or seeds of each plant
is indicated in the column marked "Number of Birds". It is important to remember that many birds
eat insects rather than seeds or frults. Many of these birds search for insects among the bark,
twigs, and leaves of trees and shrubs. Therefore, the number of birds potentially benefiting from
plants in the landscape 15 greater than the number shown on the list. Also, if a plant does not offer
fruits or seeds to birds, it may still provide shelter or a place for birds to raise their young.

The key to wildlife management is habitat management. The most important part of habitat for
native wildiife in urban areas is vegetation. An abundance of trees and shrubs in your yard should be
the first consideration in turning your yard into a sanctuary for desirable wildlife species. At the
same time, a properly planned landscape design will provide aesthetic benefits to you as well.



PLANTS FOR WILDLIFE

CONIFEROUS TREES
MAX. NUMBER
NANE sun! WATER? OF BIRDS NOTES....
1 2 3 4 1 2 3
Sibver Fir 60 x x 6 Spirelike crown Is attractive, Slower growing in shade, and may
Ables amabilis not cxeeed 60 feet at lower elevations. Best in cool, deep, molst
sofl.
White Fir >60 X x 6 Can survive in very poor solls. Slow growth when young, Cool.
Abies concolor deep, moist sofils are beat. Also sold as Christmas trees.
Grand Fir »B0 x x 6 Needles are two-ranked (in one plane). Best in deep, moist
Ables grandis alluvial sails. Also sold as Chrisimas trees.
Subalpine Fir 60 x x 6 Spirellke crown. Cool, moist solls are best. Slow growing.
Ables lasiocorpa Prostrate forms in unprotected arcas at timberline.
Noble Fir 50 x x 6 Seeds not alnmdant and produced frregulardy. Full sum with cool,
Abies procera deep, moist soll Is best. Also sold as Chrisimas trees.

Note: Prostraie or contoried forms of firs are avaflable. Thesc aberrant novelties have little wilkdlife value. All firs do best in full sim
and cool, modst, well-drained, acid solle. They are generally intobrant of air pollution,

Port Orford Cedar »60
Chamaecyparis lmwsontana
Common Juniper 6-15

Juniperus comnuinis

Rocky Mountain Juniper 15-30
Juniperus scopulorus
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Lacy, fernlike folinge. Many varieties of different aizes avallable.
Columnar forms used as screens, windbreaks.

Very hardy. Black, berry-like frult persisis on plant. Other low-
g:wmgvmﬂlcslmwmdumdudlduiemhms.muhemﬂw

specles may be difficult {o find in nurseries. Diceclous. show-
prowing.

Drought and salispray tolerant. Common in drier, exposed
habitats. Dioecious, siow-growing.

Tolerates many soll conditions, including poor, dry soil; best in
sunny, atry, molst site, Dioecious. Many varteties available.

Needles are dropped each winter - attractive fall foliage. Only
ane typical urban bird apecies eats the seeds.

Eastern Redcedar 30-60
Juniperus virginiana
‘Western Larch =80
Larix cccidentatis

Isum codes:

Zwater codes:

1 = ample
2 = moderate
3 = little; drought inlerani



CONIFEROUS TREES, continued....

MAX, NUMBER
NAME HEIGHT sunl WATER? OF RIRDS NOTES.....
1 2 3 4 i 2 3
Engelmann Spruee =80 x x i3 Best in deep, rich, Joanry, moist aofls. Stmilar to Sitka Spruce in
Ficea engelmannit habit.
CobradoBlmSpruee >60 x X 13 Blue-green follage Is attractive. The native Sitka and Engelroann
Ficea pungens 'Glauca' apruces may be good alternathres,
Sitka Sprce >80 x X x 13 Does best in foggy, molst atmosphere,
Heea stichensis
Jack Pine 60 x X x 17 Naiive to Great Lakes reglon. Phoneer tree in poor sofls. Good
Pinus banicslana windbreak In extremes of cold temperatures.
Shore Pine 15-30 x X X X 17 Short, contorted tnmk and dense, Imegular crown. Tolerant of
Pinus contorta contorta soil conditions. Serotinous cones [open only after exposure to
fire), 5o wildlife value is reduced.
Lodgepole Pine 50 x x 19 Cones are serobinous, so wildlife value is reduced.
Pinus coniorta Intifolia
‘Westearn White Pine =60 x x 21 Suaceptible to white pine hliister rust.
Pinus monticola
Ponderosa Ploe 60 x X x 21 Most common on east slopes of Cascades. Will grow on sterile
Finus porderosa sites and in a variety of soils.
Red Pine >60 x x 20 Docs well on sterile mineral solls and sandy soll. Also called
Anus restnosa Norway Pine. Wikdlife values not as great as other pines.
Piich Pine 30-80 x X x 19 Very hardy; tolerates poor, dry, sandy soil; besi in sandy loam.
Pinus rigido Gmatdlversllyoffomlandhahitmethms environment.
Native to northeastern U.S.
Eastern White Pine =60 x x 21 Good speciioen tree, and good in mass in parks and astates.
Pinus strobus Native 0 eastern IS,
Seotch Pine 60 x x x 6 Reddish bark is altractive, but hard, peolifie cones Hbter groumd.
Finus sylvestris
15um codes: 1 =full sun only Zwater codes: 1 = ample

2 = full sun to part shade 2 = moderate

3 = part shade only 3 = litthe; drought tolerant

4 = deep shade



CONIFEROUS TREES, continued....

Page 3

MAX, NUMBER
NAME HEIGHT WATER? OF HIRDS NOTES.....
1 2 3
Douglas-fir >80 x 2 Most common of our native conifers in wesiern Washington.,
Pseudotsuga menziesit Important component of old-growth foreats.
English Yew 30-60 b4 4 Dioecious. Used for undergrowlh. hedges, screena. Slow growing.
Taxus baocata Foliage and seeds are toxic to humans, Native ta Eurmnpe & Asia.
Eastern Arborvitae 30-60 X 5 Not for dry soil or heavy spow/ice. Tolerates pruning; often used
Thuja occidentalis as a tall hedge. Many varieties available.
‘Western Red Cedar >80 x x 5 Imporlant FNW species. Generally found in mwist flatls and
Thuja plicata slopes, and along water margins. Shade tolerant; attractive bark.
Mountain Hemlock »80 X x 7 Excellent for natural landscapes. Slow growih, choice form. Best
Tsuga mertensiana in groups of 3-5 of differing heights. Blends well with salal and
huckleberry.
‘Western Hemlock >80 x 7 Graredul, pyramidal tree.  Protect from drying wind and sun.
Tsuga heterophylin
DECIDUOUS TREES
Vine Maple 15-30 X K 8 Best suted to woodland plantings with ferns and contfers.
Acer circinatum Excellent fall color.
Bigleaf Maple >B0 x X x 9 Best sulted for large plantings. Stumps will produce sprouts
Acer macrophylivm: resulting In a dense mass of stems, Fast growing.
Japanese Mapic 15-30 x x 9 Many uses: small lawns, borders, bonsal, woodland plantings.
Rod Maple, Scarlet Maple 30-60 x x x 9 Good specimen tree. Does not tolerate heavy pollulion. Native to
Acer rubrum eastern U.S. Moderate to fast growth.
lsun codes: 2¥ater opdes: 1= ample

part shade 2 = moderate

3 = little; drought tolerant



DECIDUOUS TREES, continned.... Page 4

MAX. NUMBER
NAME HEIGHT sunl WATER? OF BIRDS NOTES.....
1 2 3 4 1 2 3

Sugar Maple 60 x 9 Beat in larger areas; not for small or polluted spaces. Good fall

Acer saccharum color. Much betler aliernative than Silver Maple (Acer
sarcharinum) which is weak-wooded .

Horsechesinut >60 x a Large shade tree, best In estate planilings. Showy white flowers

Aescrdus hippocastonum atiract hummingbinds.

Red Alder =60 b 4 6 Telerales brackish soil. Cood for regenerating dislurbed siles:

Alnus rubra arkds nitrogen to soll. Very common nathre tree

Downy Serviceberry 15-30 x 21 Or deciduous shrub. Brief but showy spring flowers, excellent

Amelanchier arborea fall colar. Best in woodland edge, along waler edge, or in a shrub
border. Shadblow Serviceherty 12 slmilar.

River Birch, Red Birch boini) .4 1z Most cften seen on streambanks and molst places. Good for

Betula nigre sites where molst & dry conditions aliernate. Nathve to eastern
us.

Paper Birch >60 .4 12 Hardy, fast growing. Smooth white bark {on older trees) is very

Betula papyrifera attractive. Good fall color. Seeds especially valued by
guldflnches, siskins, juncos.

European White Birch 30-60 x 12 ‘White bark and antumn kliage are atiractive. Avoid

Betula penduia “Cutleafl” varicty because of abundant aphids.

Comywon Hackberry 30-60 X 17 Good tree for difficuit locations: tolerates dry sofl, wind, and

Celtis occidentalls pollution.

‘Western Dogwood 30-60 X X 25 Intolerant of frequent watering & fertilizing. Protect young bark

Comus nrttalli from sun and mechanical damage  Effective against backgroamd
of darker conifers,

Cockspur Hawthomn 15-30 x b 10 Dense crown provides excellent shelter, Spring flowers,

Crataegus crus-galli fallfwinler fruit are attractive, A good cholce for a small space.

American Sweetguam >G0 x 12 Needs a large area for root development. Not tolerant of

Liquidembar siyrocifiua pollution. Corky ridges on bark are atlivactive. Good fall calor.

Lgim codes: full sun only Zorater eodes: 1 = ampile
full sun to part shade 2 = moderate

3 = litide; drought tolerant



DECIDUOUS TREES, continued... Page &

MAX, NUMBER
NAME HEIGHT sunl WATER? OF BIRDS NOTES.....
1. 2 3 4 l 2 3
Tulipiree, Yellow Poplar >50 X x 7 Weak-wooded; not suitable for small gardens or near roadways
Lirtodencron tulimifera and houses, Nathve to eastern 11.5.
Crabapple 15-30 x x 20 Japanese Flowering Crabapple (Malus floribunda) is one of the
Maius spp. best: olher species and varleties available. Caution: many are
sterfle and produce no fruit.
While Mulberry 30-60 19 Haridy, fast growing, good for windbreaks and shade. Fruit can be
Morus alba messy, 80 plant away from patlos or walkways. Red mudbetry

(Morus niibra) is similar.

Blark Gum, Tupelo 30-60 16 Fiery red fall color lasts for weeks., Effective against sofi-
Nyssa syivatica textured evergreens.
Bitter Chercy 30-60 2B Many other species & vartelles available, usually ller in
Prunus emarginata stalure. Avold sterfle spectmens.
White Oak >650 17 Majestic tree for large areas. Slow growing. Native to eastern 1.5,
Guercus alba
Canyon Live Oak 30-60 17 Tolerates poor. dry. rocky soll. Native to southwest U.S,
Guercus chrysolepts
Oregon White Cak =50 17 Drier solls are best for this speries.
Querrus garmpana
Pin Oak >0 x 17 Lower branches droop in young trees and do mot prune well; it
Querrus palustris needs space.
Red Oak »60 x 17 Transplanis easily. Nattve to easiern U.S,
Quercus rubra
Cascara Buckthorn 30-40 13 Naitve umderstory tree in a variety of solls. Does not do well in
Rhamnus purshiana highly urbanized areas. Bark is cathartic.
Smooth Sumac 615 x 20 Also in shrub form.  Spreads by shallow roots. Fruht siays long
Rhus glabra on plant, not highly valued by wildlife.
loun codes: 1= fsll sun only Zyater codes:  1=ample

2 = full sun o part shade 2 = moderate

3 = part shade only 3 = bithe; drought tolerant

4 = deep shade



DECIDUOUS TREES, continued.... Page 6
MAX. NUMBER
NAME HEIGHT sunt WATERZ OF BIRDS NOTES.....
i 2 3 4 1L 2 3
Staghorn Sumac 1525 x x 20 Suckers profusely. Form s atlractive in proper setting. Fruit
Rhus typhina stays lale, not highly valued by wildlife.
European Mountatn Ash 30-60 x x 7 Soft-textured follage and fruft clusters are atlractive. Frult stays
Sorbus oucuparia on plant into winter,
American Elm =60 X x 12 Grand speciimen, but serlously threatened by Dutch elm disease;
Ulmues amerioana varieties of olher species are preferable.
Smoothleaf Elm >80 x x 12 ‘Fhe vaety ‘Urban Elm™ 1s best suited 1o heavily urbanized aneas.
Uirmus carpinifolia
BROADLEAVED EVERGREEN TREES
MAX. NUMBER
NAME HEIGHT sunl WATERZ OF BIRDS NOTES.....
L 2 3 4 1 2 3
Pacific Madrone >80 x X 3 Choice form, especlally against an occan view, Consiant litter
Arbutus menslesti from peellng bark and leaves can be a problem.
English Holly 30-60 X x 15 Fruil is not readily consummed, bul il siays on late into winter.
Hex aquifolium varieties are available. Sexes are on separaic planis; only
lermales will produce fruil
Lsun codes: 1 = full sun only Waier codes: 1 =ample
2 = full sun to part shade Z = moderate
3 = part shade only 3 = Httle; drought tolcrant

4 = deep shade



DECIDUQUS SHRUBS AND GROUNDCOVERS

Page 7

MAX, NUMBER
NAME BEIGHT sun! WATERZ OF BIRDS NOTES.....
1.2 3. 4 1 _2 3
Saskaioon Serviceberry 615 x x 21 Widespread native In the PNW. Good choiee for a medium-sized
Amelanchier alntfolia shrub.
Scrub Birch, Bog Birch 6-15 X x 9 Found in wellands of the Pacifle Northwest.
Betula glanduiosa
Bunchberry <1 x x X X 18 DPeciduous groundceover with attractive white “flowers™. Rich,
Cornus canadensis moist, acid soll needed. Will spread. Best in native garden.
Red Osler Dogwood 6-16 x x x 24 Valuabie for habitat reclamation, especially in moisi areas. Red
Cornus stolonifera branches are attractive all year.
Trumpet Honeysuckle -— x x 15 Groundcover or climbing vine. Has tubular red flowers in
Lonicera ciltasa clusters.
Winter Honcysuckle 6-15 x x 15 Good hedge plani: holds foliage late. Very fragrant flowers.
Lonicera fragrantissima Native to China.
Twinberry 6-15 x x 15 Fourxl in moist areas of the PNW. Dense foliage.
Lonicera inuelucrain
Indian Plum, Oso Berry 6-15 x x 6 Cood for woodland garden, native planiings in open spacea. One
Osmarunia cerasiformis of the firat native plants to fiower in the spring.
Red-flowering Currant 6-15 X X 10 Several other species and varleties avallable. Excellent native
Ribes sanguineumn plaat for landseaping. Attractive spring flowers,
Wikl Rose 38 b4 X X 12 Several species and varieties available. Nootka, multiflora, and
Rosa spp. rugosa roses arc mosl common. Hips are persistent into winter.
Thimbleberry 36 x X X 25 Unkept appearance is best in wild, natural garden.
Rubus parviflorus
Strawberry Bramble <l x x 20 Cood groundeover in shaded, nalural landscape.
Rubus pedatus
YSun codes: 1 = full sun only Zwrater codes: 1 =ampie
2 = full sun to part shade 2 = moderate

3 = part shade only
4 = deep shade

3 = litthe; drought tolerant



DECIDUOUS SHRUBS & GROUNDCOVERS, continued.... PFage 8

MAX, NUMBER
NAME HEIGHT sun! WATER? OF BIRDS NOTES.....
] 2 3 4 l 2 3
Salmonberry 6-15 x X x 25 Best in natural garden.
Rubus spectabilis
Red Elderberry 615 x X X 29 Prune lo avold leggy appearance. Best in natural garden. Blue
Sambucus racemosa clderberty is similar. Raw berries may be toxic 1o humans.
Snowberry 36 x X 1 14] Will spread to form a thicket. White fruit persists inlo winter.
Symphoricarpos albus
Red Huclkleberry 615 x x x 13 Besl in moist, cuniferous woodland setting. Often grows cn lop
Vaccinteem parvifolum of tree stumps. Has bright, red, semi-translucent berries.
High-bush Cranberry 815 x x 11 Also called European cranberry. Fruit stays on plant inte winter.
Vibiraum opulus Some smaller varicties of Vibuwrnum do not bear fruit.
Isun codes: 1 =full sun only ZWaicr codea: 1= ample

2 = full aun to part shade 2 = moderate

3 = part shade only 3 = little; drought olerant

4 = deep shade
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